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Children are important and valuable to the Kingdom of God.  The Old Testament is filled with the truths of the importance of children to God.  Deuteronomy 6:1-9 explains how God’s blessing comes to present and future generations when the children are saturated with the Word and it’s truth.  Children of the Old Testament are used of God.  Moses as a baby set in motion God’s will for the entire nation of Israel to be lead out of Egypt.  Joseph as a young boy had dreams of the future leadership position God was preparing him for.  David, the shepherd boy, leads the king’s army to victory.  Samuel was another youngster used of God to speak the truth to Eli the priest.  Namaan’s handmaiden influenced her master to be healed of leprosy.  There is exhaustive evidence of God’s use of children to further his will throughout the Old Testament.


The importance of children is also seen throughout the New Testament.  Matthew chapter 18 gives much insight into God’s perspective of children.  Verse five says, “whoever accepts a little child, accepts Me.”  Verse six states; “Don’t offend them.”  Verses 10-14 tell us, “Don’t think they are worthless,”  they are God’s little lambs.  Chapter 19, verses 13-15 explains even Jesus, who had only three years to minister on earth, took time to bless, hug, and hold children.  “Bless them, don’t ignore or send them away.”  Matthew 21:14-16 shows us that Jesus had a children’s ministry.  “From the mouths of babes was praise perfected.”  Many miracles of Jesus involved children.  We are given many evidences of God’s approval to reach out to them.


Children’s ministry needs to begin at infancy.  The first three years of a child’s life are the most formative.  Children learn more in this time than any other, forming personality and learning how to express themselves and their feelings.  If we ignore children in these formative years they learn that they are unimportant.  If we give them love they learn that they have value.  Toddlers need to know that church is a happy place where they are safe and loved.  By age seven values and attitudes develop.  “Train up a child”  (Prov. 22:6) in Godly values and when he is old he will not change his values because those values and attitudes are deeply rooted and developed.  There are many negative pressures pulling at our children today.  In order to keep our kids living for Jesus we must start early building a strong house.  Just as health immunizations are necessary to keep our babies and children from disease, God’s Word given at a young age is necessary to keep them from being ravaged by sin.  Preventive measures are always better than treating a disease that has already caused damage to a body.  If we want to protect a person from being damaged by sin, we should do all we can to introduce him to Jesus early in life.


Children are a very reachable segment of our society and influence whole families to come to Christ.  Parents today want more than ever to provide quality of life for their children.  A variety of choices are weighed based upon the youngest members of the family.  Parents base their decision of buying a home on the location and what school district it is in.  SUV’s and vans must be equipped with options for families with children.  Restaurants are picked for their “kids menu” or play area.  Parents are also making choices of their church home often primarily on the basis of the quality of the children’s ministry.  The life changing ministry of spiritual birth and maturity are most important, but often not first on the parent’s list.  The parents are often looking for a church with a children’s ministry that is personal.  If their child feels accepted and can get involved quickly, the parent can then look at eternal issues.


Personal ministry begins with relationships.  The way to influence a child is to build a family type relationship around him.  Every child needs a healthy father and mother figure.  When I was a baby my dad was stationed in Okinawa, in the Air Force.  It was a couple years later before he returned home.  I still remember the meeting of his train.  He was a stranger and I wanted no part of him.  There had been no bond.  The years ahead were more of the same and I looked to the church for male figures to father me.  Thank the Lord there were many Godly men and women that took personal interest in me.  They were my spiritual family.  This is an integral part of Children’s Ministry.  The church body must provide role models of Godly men and women to build value, respect for authority, discipline, kindness, trust, and self-worth into our children.  As we instill in every child the values and truths of the scriptures they see the unconditional love of God, our Father and are nurtured into His family.


Children have a great influence on the church of the future.  Picture two candles being lit to provide light to a dark room.  One candle is short and used.  The other candle is tall and new.   Both candles provide the same amount of light to the dark room, but one will outlast the other.  Children coming into the Kingdom are like the tall, new candle.  They have many more years to influence others with the Gospel of Christ.  A child has great potential to influence a future generation beyond most adults.  We cannot always see the possibilities children have in the Kingdom. When we look at an apple, we see a fruit, but not the potential crop it is capable of producing.  We could count the seeds inside, but only God knows the vast possibilities of future fruit coming from those seeds.  Only God knows the actual potential of each young child.  As Christian educators we have a tremendous responsibility to help grow a child to their fullest spiritual potential for reaching a multitude of future generations for Christ.


It is my desire to lead as many young lives as possible into the Kingdom of God.  As I follow the Lord Jesus, my hope is that children in my area of influence will also want to walk in the footsteps of Christ.

