CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PoP-TesT
With such a high turnover in children’s ministry, this test will help pre-determine how long you can be expected to last as the Children’s Pastor in a church.
1. Do you possess the leadership skills to lead the largest department (children) in the church and oversee the largest volunteer group (children’s workers) in the church?









___Yes ___No

2. Are you skilled at story telling, puppetry, magic, clowning, object lessons, balloon sculpting, juggling, children’s choir, games, outdoor activities, nursery, theology, leadership skills, and all forms of arts and crafts?


___Yes ___No
3. Can you survive spiritually for years at a time without ever attending an adult worship service?







___Yes ___No
4. Are you willing to keep the helium tank in your office?

___Yes ___No
5. Do you accept the fact that you will seldom be given time during the service to make an announcement?






___Yes ___No
6. Can you keep from becoming queasy at the sight of snot, spit, urine, vomit, diarrhea, and blood?








___Yes ___No
7. Have you committed all the local, county, and state health and safety regulation to memory?







___Yes ___No
8. Can you control a pastor’s kid without resorting to repeated and excessive violence?









___Yes ___No
9. Are you willing to shamelessly beg, whine, and grovel for VBS workers?











___Yes ___No
10. When no one attends your monthly teachers meetings can you refrain from screaming, cursing and throwing puppets against the wall?


___Yes ___No
11. Are you physically fit enough to endure biting, scratching, spitting, kicking and hitting from the children?






___Yes ___No
12. …from the parents?  (see number 11)




___Yes ___No
13. …from the church staff? (see number 11)



___Yes ___No
14. Can you outrun a fifth grade boy?




___Yes ___No
15. Are you familiar with the effects of all types of behavior medications such as (but not limited to) Prozac and Lithium?




___Yes ___No
16. Do you object to taking them yourself? (see above)


___Yes ___No
17. Can you lead an exciting and vibrant praise time for children without disturbing the adult service?







___Yes ___No
18. Can you tactfully explain to parents why their child is out-of-control without creating an altercation in the church foyer?




___Yes ___No
19. Can you answer the same question 200 times without displaying anger or frustration?









___Yes ___No
20. Are you willing to do all of this and more with very little pay, benefits, or recognition while realizing you will never even be reimbursed for most of your expenses?










___Yes ___No
While this test is slightly overstated, directing a children’s ministry does require more than people realize.  Sometimes it helps to laugh a little about it. And don’t forget, God sees what you do and will bless you for it.

