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GIRLS RETREAT

These young ladies will be going off to College in the fall and 
many times cannot make it to the District Celebration in Oct.  We 
wanted to honor them and let all of the younger ladies see just 
what they can accomplish with hard work and diligence.  It was a 
privilege for me to honor two 
Girls Only Graduates this 
year and both young ladies 
were also Gold Medalist.  
This is the highest honor the 
young ladies can receive in 
Girls Ministries.  Miss Finzo 
and Miss Elteringham we sa-
lute you!

Remember our Celebra-
tion is coming soon.  I trust 
you are working hard on your 
advancements.  The paper 
work is coming in for those 
who have completed their 
honor steps and are being 
honored at their church cel-
ebrations.  Our District Girls 
Ministries Celebration is Oct. 
1, 2011 at Faith Assembly in 
Springfield.  Please, look on 
the web for further informa-
tion and address.  The forms 
you need are there for you 
to print off for each of your 
young ladies.  Let’s make this 
the biggest and best celebra-
tion ever!!!

What a wonderful time!  The 2011 Re-
treat is now history but the memories are ours 

to keep and cherish for a long time to come.  I don’t 
remember a retreat that has had such rave reviews by 
the young ladies who attended as this one.  The Girls 
Ministries Theme this year is “One of a Kind.”

We decorated with empty picture frames and had 
beautiful tulle and curly ribbons flowing from within 
the empty frames.  These frames represented the life 
of each one of us.  The tulle and curly ribbon repre-
sented the beautiful things that God wants to flow out 
of each of our lives unto others.   Truly each young 
lady blessed me as they made the crafts, participated in 
games, shared with their friends in their bunks or spent 
time in the altars talking to God.  

We were greatly blessed by the ministry of Susie 
Shannon, our ten year old speaker and singer for the 
Daisies, Prims and Stars service.  For a ten year old 
she did a marvelous job.  She stayed on track with her 
message and was inspiring to the other girls her age to 
be “One of a Kind.”

Susie’s Mother, Kelly Shannon, was the speaker 
for the Friends and Girls Only services.  One of the 
young ladies commented, “We need them to come 
back again next year!”  I don’t think you can get a 
higher compliment or recommendation than that.  God 
met us in an awesome way.  I can only wait to see what 
God is going to do next year!  Don’t miss it!  

We also had a Celebration for our Girls Only 
Graduates and Gold Medalists who could attend.  



Remembering Grandparemts
Ask a parent how many children they have 

and they will tell you a number.   Ask 
them about their grandchildren and they will 
pull out pictures, give you names, ages, latest 
accomplishments, and tell you how much fun 
it is being a grandparent!

Grandparents Day is a perfect time for 
the church to honor and reach out to grand-
parents in their congregation and do an out-
reach in their community. Grandparents have 
a great opportunity to not just leave an inheri-
tance of things “for” their grandchildren, but 
more importantly, leave a legacy of some-
thing “in” their grandchildren.  Grandparents 
can also do a “passing the baton” of faith cer-
emony where they give an engraved baton 
to their grandchildren and share what they 
would like to “pass on” of real value, such  as 
faith, honesty, forgiveness, love, etc.!

In America  today there are 5 million 
children being raised by their grandparents.  
A church can provide special help to these 
families by offering “how to” workshops and 
programs that can help grandparents in this 
challenging role.  

Recently I spoke with Marlene, an 82 
year old who raised her granddaughter and 
then adopted and is now raising her “great” 
grand daughter!  How would you like to do 
that?  What a real heroine and what a legacy 
she is leaving in her family and church! 

I hope your church will do something 
special to honor grandparents this year. For 
some ideas on how you can have a great 
Grandparents day at your church go to:  
http://somoag.org/202772.ihtml

Grandparents

Day!

Sept
ember 11
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Church planting
James G. McHaffie

mchaffie@somoag.org

A little over a year ago Jason and Christina Buchan 
stepped out from a great job as youth pastors at 

Evangel in Kansas City to begin the journey toward 
planting a new church.  This September after an exciting 
and challenging year, Rockhill Community Church will 
officially launch!

The dream for this new church is to 
create a place where people who are dis-
connected or disenfranchised with tradi-
tional church can find a comfortable place 
to re-engage Christ and find a community of 
believers who are committed to loving and 
walking with them in the process.   We want 
to build a place where people can Belong 
to a loving community, Believe the truth of 
Christ, and Become the people God has cre-
ated them to be. 

Please pray with us for God’s favor and 
wisdom as we dive into a very busy season. 
If you’d like to be added to our mailing list 
or if you or your church is interested in help-
ing support this new church (and the needs 
are great!) please contact Jason Buchan at 
jbuchan@rockhill.cc.

Rockhill Community Church



Grandparents
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Honoring 34 Years of Dedication to JBQ
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Virginia and Charles E. Morris, retired on February 29, 2011 after 34 
beautiful years of coordinating Junior Bible Quiz in Park Hills, Sullivan, 
and St. Louis sections.  In their early years as coordinators they encour-
aged other sections to join in Junior Bible Quiz. In the past 34 years they 
have had as many as 34 teams a month quizzing in their sections.  JBQ 
has given them many memories to treasure.  They plan to continue par-
ticipating in JBQ, perhaps as coaches.  They believe that God is opening 
a new door for them and they are very excited.  Charles and Virginia 
encourage every church to participate in JBQ as they believe it is a tre-
mendous ministry.  Charles and Virginia attend church at First Assembly 
of God in DeSoto, Missouri.  They have been faithful warriors at DeSoto 
for 28 years.

(continued from page 3) wants you to 
preach tonight.”

I followed him to the platform only 
to hear Tommy say, “Today I had to be 
in Springfield to an Executive Presby-
ter’s meeting, on the way home I put 
something together for a message tonight 
only to hear the Lord say, “that’s not  it.” 
He said when I got home I hurried to my 
office to put something else together for 
tonight only to hear the voice say, “That’s 
not it.” Tommy said “Tonight, Bill is go-
ing to speak,” and I believe the Lord said 
to me, “that’s it.”

When I spoke I shared of my brain 
aneurysm and how God dramatically 
saved my life.  I preached a message I 
had preached the Sunday before.  When I 
finished, Tommy came up and instructed 
the people that he was forming two lines 
down the aisles of the church.  He was go-
ing to pray for people with physical needs 
in his aisle and I would do the same.  The 
amazing thing was the first person he was 
to pray for, he brought to me and they had 
an aneurysm and the first one I prayed for 
had a brain aneurysm and was going to 
see the doctor the next day.  God moved 
in a precious way.  Only God could have 
known the needs of both people and He 
planned that service to minister to those 
folks.  Thanks be to God, He does speak 
today!

Listen, He may be speaking to you!

(continued from page 5) 
You can use illustrations or power 

point.   When I was pastoring, I would 
on occasion have the worship team use 
a song to back up each point of the mes-
sage.  Use tools to help you prepare for 
effective preaching. Read, be informed 
on what is going on in our world. Have 
good commentaries, computer and 
Bible programs; use internet preaching 
sights.

 
THE POWER OF PREACHING!

Powerful preaching that God uses 
to change people’s lives comes from the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. Let’s hear 
the words of Paul once again. “And I, 
brethren, when I came to you, did not 
come with excellence of speech or of 
wisdom declaring to you the testimony 
of God. For I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus Christ 

and Him crucified. I was with you in 
weakness, in fear, and in much trem-
bling. And my speech and my preach-
ing were not with persuasive words of 
human wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, that your faith 
should not be in the wisdom of men but 
in the power of God.” 1 Cor. 2:1-5

Powerful preaching marked the 
ministry of John the Baptist, Jesus, and 
the Apostles. I believe that Assemblies 
of God ministers should be known as 
powerful preachers of the Word of 
God.

Powerful expository preaching 
will change our world, one heart at a 
time. We who have been called by God 
to the Word must take that call very se-
riously and never fail to “Preach The 
Word!”
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